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The Human Language Tree
Descent, divergence & the threads of contact

386 representative languages · 65 families, isolates & contact-born groups · Print edition 2026

Read from left to right: deep human history gives way to demonstrable language families.
Watercolour is population history, not proof of a shared ancestral language. Dates and subgroupings are approximate.
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Pitjantjatjara
Warlpiri
Arrernte
Yolŋu Matha
Guugu Yimithirr
Kala Lagaw Ya
Noongar
Wiradjuri

Bininj Kunwok
Ngalakgan
Dalabon

Tiwi

† Eastern Tasmanian
† Northern Tasmanian
† Western Tasmanian

Kriol

Light Warlpiri

Enga
Huli
Melpa
Kuman
Ekari
Kâte

Iatmul
Ambulas (Abelam)

Arapesh
Olo

Ternate
Tobelo

Meriam Mir
Bine

Yélî Dnye

Kuot

Taiap

† Tambora

Tok Pisin

Tolai (Kuanua)
Fijian
Tongan
Samoan
Tahitian
Hawaiian
Rapa Nui
Māori
Chamorro
Tagalog (Filipino)
Cebuano
Malay / Indonesian
Javanese
Cham
Malagasy
Atayal
Amis
Paiwan
Bunun

Haitian Creole

Jamaican Patois

Michif

Nicaraguan Sign Language

Southern Quechua
Kichwa
Ancash Quechua

Aymara
Jaqaru

Guarani
Nheengatu
† Old Tupí
Mundurukú

Wayuu
Garifuna
Asháninka
† Taíno

† Classic Maya (Ch’olti’an)
Yucatec Maya
Kʼicheʼ
Qʼeqchiʼ
Mam

Zapotec
Mixtec
Chatino
Otomi

Purépecha

Nahuatl
Rarámuri (Tarahumara)
Hopi
Shoshone
Comanche

Zuni

Cherokee
Mohawk
Seneca

Lakota
Crow

Cree
Ojibwe
Blackfoot
Miʼkmaq
Wampanoag
Yurok
† Wiyot

Haida

Aleut
Yupʼik
Inuktitut
Greenlandic

Tlingit
Koyukon
Dënesųłiné
Apache
Navajo

Ket
† Yugh
† Kott

Nivkh

Ainu

Nenets
Selkup
Nganasan
Khanty
Mansi
Hungarian
Komi
Udmurt
Mari
Erzya
Moksha
Northern Sámi
Finnish
Karelian
Estonian
† Livonian

† Volga Bulgar
Chuvash
Sakha (Yakut)
Tuvan
Uyghur
Uzbek
Kazakh
Kyrgyz
Tatar
Bashkir
Turkmen
Azerbaijani
Turkish

Mongolian
Buryat
Kalmyk
Daur

Evenki
Even
Nanai
Manchu

Jeju
Korean

Amami
Okinawan
Miyako
Yaeyama
Yonaguni
Japanese

Literary Chinese
Mandarin
Wu (Shanghainese)
Gan
Xiang
Hakka
Yue (Cantonese)
Southern Min (Hokkien)
Eastern Min (Fuzhou)
† Tangut
Tibetan
Dzongkha
Newar (Nepal Bhasa)
Meitei (Manipuri)
Bodo
Sʼgaw Karen
Yi (Nuosu)
Burmese

Zhuang
Thai
Lao
Shan
† Ahom
Kam (Dong)
Sui
Be (Lingao)
Hlai (Li)
Gelao (Kra)

Vietnamese
Mường
Mon
Khmer
Kuy
Bahnar
Khmu
Wa
Khasi
Nicobarese
Semai
Sora
Ho
Mundari
Santali

Tamil
Malayalam
Kannada
Tulu
Telugu
Gondi
Kui
Kolami
Kurukh
Brahui

Burushaski

Kusunda

Sanskrit
Nepali
Hindi
Urdu
Romani
Punjabi
Sindhi
Gujarati
Marathi
Sinhala
Odia
Assamese
Bengali
Kamkata-vari (Nuristani)
Avestan
† Sogdian
Ossetian
Pashto
Balochi
Kurdish
Persian
Eastern Armenian
Western Armenian
† Old Prussian
Latvian
Lithuanian
Russian
Belarusian
Ukrainian
Polish
Sorbian
Czech
Slovak
Slovene
Serbo-Croatian
Macedonian
Bulgarian
Gheg Albanian
Tosk Albanian
Tsakonian
Pontic Greek
Greek
† Oscan
† Umbrian
Latin (scholarly & Church)
Romanian
Aromanian
† Dalmatian
Sicilian
Neapolitan
Italian
Sardinian
Romansh
Ladino (Judaeo-Spanish)
Spanish
Galician
Portuguese
Catalan
Occitan
Walloon
French
English
Scots
Frisian
Dutch
Afrikaans
Low German
German
Luxembourgish
Yiddish
Icelandic
Faroese
Norwegian
Danish
Swedish
† Gothic
Welsh
Cornish
Breton
Irish
Scottish Gaelic
Manx
† Gaulish
† Celtiberian
† Tocharian A
† Tocharian B
† Hittite
† Palaic
† Luwian
† Lycian
† Lydian

Georgian
Mingrelian
Laz
Svan

Basque

† Hattic

† Sumerian

† Elamite

† Akkadian
Arabic
Maltese
Aramaic
† Phoenician–Punic
Hebrew
Geʽez
Amharic
Tigrinya
Egyptian–Coptic
† Guanche
Kabyle
Tashelhit
Tuareg (Tamasheq)
Hausa
Ngas
Bura-Pabir
Beja
Afar
Somali
Oromo
Sidamo
Wolaytta
Aari

Zarma
Koyraboro Senni
Kanuri
Tedaga (Tebu)
Fur
† Old Nubian
Nobiin
Dinka
Nuer
Dholuo
Kalenjin
Maasai

Bambara
Mandinka
Soninke
Wolof
Fula
Serer
Mooré
Dagbani
Akan (Twi)
Ewe
Fon
Yoruba
Igbo
Tiv
Efik
Swahili
Lingala
Kikongo
Kinyarwanda
Luganda
Chewa
Shona
Tswana
Sotho
Zulu
Xhosa

Khoekhoe (Nama)
Naro
† Kwadi

Juǀʼhoan
ǂʼAmkoe

Taa (ǃXóõ)
Nǁng
† ǀXam

Sandawe

Hadza

Pama–NyunganPama–Nyungan

GunwinyguanGunwinyguan

TiwiTiwi

Tasmanian languagesTasmanian languages

KriolKriol
Light WarlpiriLight Warlpiri

Trans–New GuineaTrans–New Guinea

SepikSepik

TorricelliTorricelli

West PapuanWest Papuan

Eastern Trans-FlyEastern Trans-Fly

Yélî DnyeYélî Dnye
KuotKuot
TaiapTaiap
TamboraTambora

Tok PisinTok Pisin

AustronesianAustronesian

Haitian CreoleHaitian Creole
Jamaican PatoisJamaican Patois

MichifMichif
Nicaraguan Sign LanguageNicaraguan Sign Language

QuechuanQuechuan

AymaranAymaran

TupianTupian

ArawakanArawakan

MayanMayan

Oto-MangueanOto-Manguean

PurépechaPurépecha

Uto-AztecanUto-Aztecan

ZuniZuni

IroquoianIroquoian

SiouanSiouan

AlgicAlgic

HaidaHaida

Eskimo–AleutEskimo–Aleut

Na-DeneNa-Dene

YeniseianYeniseian

NivkhNivkh
AinuAinu

UralicUralic

TurkicTurkic

MongolicMongolic

TungusicTungusic

KoreanicKoreanic

JaponicJaponic

Sino-TibetanSino-Tibetan

Kra–DaiKra–Dai

AustroasiaticAustroasiatic

DravidianDravidian

BurushaskiBurushaski
KusundaKusunda

Indo-EuropeanIndo-European

KartvelianKartvelian

BasqueBasque
HatticHattic

SumerianSumerian
ElamiteElamite

AfroasiaticAfroasiatic

Nilo-SaharanNilo-Saharan

Niger–CongoNiger–Congo

Khoe–KwadiKhoe–Kwadi

KxʼaKxʼa

TuuTuu

SandaweSandawe
HadzaHadza

Core Indo-EuropeanCore Indo-European

Late Proto-Indo-EuropeanLate Proto-Indo-European

Atlantic–CongoAtlantic–Congo

Indo-IranianIndo-Iranian

Volta–CongoVolta–Congo

ItalicItalic

LatinLatin

Proto-Romance (spoken Latin)Proto-Romance (spoken Latin)

Malayo-PolynesianMalayo-Polynesian

GermanicGermanic

Balto-SlavicBalto-Slavic

Indo-Aryan (Vedic Sanskrit)Indo-Aryan (Vedic Sanskrit)

Benue–CongoBenue–Congo

Middle Indo-Aryan (Prakrits)Middle Indo-Aryan (Prakrits)

Common TurkicCommon Turkic

Proto-SlavicProto-Slavic

BantuBantu

Sinitic (Old Chinese)Sinitic (Old Chinese)

Tibeto-BurmanTibeto-Burman

West GermanicWest Germanic

SemiticSemitic

OceanicOceanic

CelticCeltic

West SemiticWest Semitic

IranianIranian

PolynesianPolynesian

Middle ChineseMiddle Chinese

Insular CelticInsular Celtic

AlgonquianAlgonquian

RyukyuanRyukyuan

TaiTai

North Germanic (Old Norse)North Germanic (Old Norse)

AnatolianAnatolian

Central SemiticCentral Semitic

CushiticCushitic

NiloticNilotic

Eastern PolynesianEastern Polynesian

AthabaskanAthabaskan

FinnicFinnic

KipchakKipchak

MundaMunda

South DravidianSouth Dravidian

West SlavicWest Slavic

South SlavicSouth Slavic

Ibero-RomanceIbero-Romance

BerberBerber

Tupí–GuaraníTupí–Guaraní

Inuit–YupikInuit–Yupik

SamoyedicSamoyedic

UgricUgric

OghuzOghuz

South-Central DravidianSouth-Central Dravidian

Eastern Indo-AryanEastern Indo-Aryan

Eastern IranianEastern Iranian

Western IranianWestern Iranian

BalticBaltic

East SlavicEast Slavic

HellenicHellenic

Italo-RomanceItalo-Romance

Anglo-FrisianAnglo-Frisian

High GermanHigh German

BrittonicBrittonic

GoidelicGoidelic

Karto-ZanKarto-Zan

Northwest SemiticNorthwest Semitic

Ethiopian SemiticEthiopian Semitic

ChadicChadic

MandeMande

AtlanticAtlantic

KwaKwa

EnganEngan

Chimbu–WahgiChimbu–Wahgi

PhilippinePhilippine

PermicPermic

MordvinicMordvinic

OghurOghur

Siberian TurkicSiberian Turkic

KarlukKarluk

Northern TungusicNorthern Tungusic

Southern TungusicSouthern Tungusic

MinMin

BodishBodish

Lolo-BurmeseLolo-Burmese

Kam–SuiKam–Sui

VieticVietic

North DravidianNorth Dravidian

HindustaniHindustani

ArmenianArmenian

AlbanianAlbanian

Koine GreekKoine Greek

Osco-UmbrianOsco-Umbrian

Eastern RomanceEastern Romance

Occitano-RomanceOccitano-Romance

Gallo-Romance (Oïl)Gallo-Romance (Oïl)

Low Franconian (Dutch)Low Franconian (Dutch)

TocharianTocharian

ZanZan

ArabicArabic

OmoticOmotic

SonghaySonghay

SaharanSaharan

NubianNubian

GurGur

Volta–NigerVolta–Niger

I Homo sapiensHomo sapiens

II The capacity for languageThe capacity for language

III Out of AfricaOut of Africa

IV Sahul reachedSahul reached

V Into EuropeInto Europe

VI Across BeringiaAcross Beringia

HOW TO READ THE TREE

Ink stems Descent supported by the comparative method Dotted stems Disputed links, dormancy or liturgical continuation

Leaves Size reflects native speakers; † marks extinction Leaf colours Pale: endangered · fresh green: revived · outline: classical

Red & rose threads Borrowing and contact; rose marks contact-born languages Watercolour Human dispersal: a frame for history, not linguistic kinship

A representative selection, not a census of the world’s ~7,150 languages. No family can be reliably traced into the deep-time washes.

Research & sources: Glottolog, Ethnologue and the project bibliography. Explore the interactive folios for dates, debates and references.
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