Read from left to right: deep human history gives way to demonstrable language families.

Watercolour is population history, not proof of a shared ancestral language. Dates and subgroupings are approximate.
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HOW TO READ THE TREE

Ink stems Descent supported by the comparative method

Leaves Size reflects native speakers; T marks extinction

Red & rose threads Borrowing and contact; rose marks contact-born languages

A representative selection, not a census of the world’s ~7,150 languages. No family can be reliably traced into the deep-time washes.

Research & sources: Glottolog, Ethnologue and the project bibliography. Explore the interactive folios for dates, debates and references.

humanlanguagetree.dranzone.net

Dotted stems

Leaf colours

Watercolour

Disputed links, dormancy or liturgical continuation

Pale: endangered - fresh green: revived - outline: classical

Human dispersal: a frame for history, not linguistic kinship
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